Broken Cisterns (Jeremiah 2:9-13) 

I. The People In Focus (Vs. 13a) 

A. A One Evil People (Vs. 13a) 

B. A Two Evil People (Vs. 2-3) 

II. The Person Forsaken (Vs. 13b) 

A. An Ever Present Father (Vs. 5-7, 20) 

B. An Ever Flowing Fountain (Vs. 13) 

III. The Preferred Fountain (Vs. 13c) 

A. A Controlled Fountain (Vs. 13c) 

B. A Conditional Fountain (Vs. 13c) 

C. A Concluding Fountain (Vs. 13c) 
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1) ...icee that he wants being thrown away in the trash. All I 
see is a nriessy situation that simply will not work. I i<now 
that it's really lame, but the truth on perspective is clear 
and it is exactly what the Lord is relating in vs. 13. He is 
giving Godly wisdom to his people. Do you know what 
Godly wisdom is? It is seeing things from God's 
perspective. God is saying "this is what your backsliding 
and your idolatry look like to me. Every Christian must 
see their life direction and life activities the way God sees 
them. In verse 13 there are three descriptions that give 
us this godly insight. First of all notice... 

2) John 1:9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world. 

3) 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 Know ye not that the unrighteous 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 

4) ...they have forsaken me the true and the living God. 
What a far greater offence to have known God, to have 
known the love of Christ, to have experienced his love 

I and his mercy and then start digging your own cistern of 
tin idolatry and worldliness. t. 

5) ....maybe they were not being done right. Maybe 
following Yahweh is just not all it's cracked up to be. 
Maybe he has forsaken them to start with. Let's give 
these Israelites the benefit of the doubt. 
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1) John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to 
kill, and to destroy: I am conne that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly. 
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2) Genesis 15:1 ...Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy 
exceeding great reward. ~ 


3) ...can't be purchased of the world. Of mercies and glories 
and love that can not be explained. Most of all a there is a 
raging fountain of all spiritual blessings found at the foot 
'^■■tf. of an old rugged cross! 
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1) Gotta go sparingly! We got vacation and summer ball to 
do Just take a few sips that's gotta last us all summer. 
These self mad gods are like the Philistine god Dagon that 
had to be constantly propped up What you put into it is 
the only thing you get out of it. There is no overflow in 
that fountain. By digging a cistern we a making promises 
to ourselves that we have no power to keep. 

2) ...rivers of living waters. Matthew Henry said when 
people come to broken cisterns to quench their thirst 
they "find nothing but mud and mire, the water is lost 
when they need it most. The Living waters of Christ have 
no conclustion: John 4:14 But whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the 
water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life. But broken cisterns lead 
to disappointment and want. 

3) ...turned away from Christ. Christ turns to the twelve and 
asks, "Will ye also go away?" May we say like Peter , 
"Lord to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of 
eternal life " Do you not see what your backsliding and 
idolatry look like to God? 


